
Southern California Chess Federation 

Minutes from online meeting on 03/04/25 

In Attendance: 
President: Alaa Addin Moussa Vice President: Melik Khachiyan   

Treasurer: Frank Lee Membership Secretary: Randall Hough 

Secretary: Chuck Ensey Other Board Members: James Harrell, 

Dedian Guo, Angela Liu, Chris Roberts. Not here at this meeting: Jim Mennella, Linus 

Eisenberg and Guy Reams.  

Non-Board members in Attendance: Dewain Barber and John Wright.   

 

Agenda & Minutes: 

The online meeting was called to order at 7 PM by President Moussa. The agenda for 

this meeting was approved and then the minutes from the last meeting were also 

approved.   

 

Financial Report: 
Balances - B of A checking: $100.04, Chase checking: $13,542.77 and a PayPal balance 
of $2,619.76 for a total of $16,262.57. Notable transactions were $2,442.07 as a first 
payment for the Memorial Day Classic hotel and $75 for the “TLA” for this event. Also, 
lunch of pizzas was provided for the recent Inter Club Championship in San Diego for 
$187.09.    

  

Membership Report:     
Randall Hough reported on the membership: 251 Regular, 401 Juniors, 18 Life and 5 
Complementary memberships for a total of 675, up from 666 last month. 
 
Randy stated it is hard to collect SCCF dues after the event starts because he is busy 
with TD duties. So, it is important to collect them before the event starts. Chris’ 
punch lists are very helpful here. 
       
 

Rank and File: 
The first draft is available for review and is looking very good so far. Alaa offered to 
check for typos. We will likely send it to Staples on Monday March 10th. Randy says 
he will have mailing labels ready by then and we hope it will be in the mail soon. 
  

Up Coming Tournaments: 
The Super States (3/29 – 3/30) 
All seems to be going well here. Possible TV coverage was discussed. Dewain 
mentioned he will once again provide $400 stipends for 4 players again this year 
again, and Alaa says SCCF matched the $400 last year and will at a minimum match it 



again this year, although the objective is to cover full travel expenses. The senior 
section will likely be up on a stage. There is a club team event on Friday.          
       
The Memorial Day Classic (5/24 – 5/26) this event is also progressing well and 
online entry should be opening soon.      
 
 
The State Championship Invitational Event  
Alaa presented an idea to have this event moved from Temecula to LA in order to 
save money by not having to pay for hotel rooms for the top players. His idea is to 
run it in conjunction with the Memorial Day Classic. A separate room would be 
provided and there would be security checks for any possible cell phone cheaters. 
The idea was discussed for 20 minutes or so with various objections raised and 
answered. Finally, a formal proposal was made with a prize fund not to exceed 
$10,000 (plus 2k additional expenses) was made by Alaa and seconded by Chuck 
Ensey. All members present (Chris had dropped out), voted in favor and the motion 
which passed. The treasurer voted “nay” due to  concern about the costs and how it 
could severely impact our budget if not enough funds were raised in the short 
amount of time available to us. However, most board members seemed to think we 
could pull this off.        
 

Roundtable and other items: 
Bill Goichberg of Continental Chess has moved the Pacific Coast Open to August 8 -10, 
normally it has been in late July. Chuck was planning on having the San Diego Open 
on that weekend, so now that event has been moved to October 24 - 26. It will be 
held at the Courtyard Marriott in Liberty Station near the San Diego airport, where 
the Southern California Open was held last year over Labor Day weekend.       
   

Next Meeting: 
The next meeting was set for April 8th at 7 PM and the current meeting was 
adjourned around 8:15 PM. Thanks to all for attending.  
 
 


