
Southern California Chess Federation 

Minutes from online meeting on 02/11/25 

In Attendance: 
President: Alaa Addin Moussa Vice President: Melik Khachiyan   

Treasurer: Frank Lee Membership Secretary: Randall Hough 

Secretary: Chuck Ensey Other Board Members: Linus Eisenberg, 

James Harrell, Dedian Guo. Not here this meeting: Brian Glover, Angela Liu, Jim 

Mennella and Guy Reams.  

Non-Board members in Attendance: Armen Ambartsoumian, Dewain Barber, Chris 

Roberts Jeremy Alexander and Karl Rollert. 

  

First Order of Business: 
Brian Glover has resigned from the board so we needed to appoint a new member as the 

first order of business as pointed out by Randy Hough. Karl Rollert and Chris Roberts 

were nominated by board members before the meeting, while other names were being 

suggested. Chris Roberts was such a strong option; he was the obvious choice. He had 

been a previous board member (and President at one point!). He recently agreed to be on 

the board after turning down the option several times in the past, so the board was pleased 

to hear that he was willing to serve again.  He is also our webmaster and is already doing a 

lot of work for the board, so we are happy he has agreed to add the position of board 

member to his workload. But he had been attending most meetings anyway. A proposal 

was made, a vote was taken and he was unanimously elected (8-0). Karl Rollert can be 

considered for the next vacancy that comes up and he very much understood why we went 

with Chris this time. Brian Glover had a conflict with the new meeting nights of Tuesdays 

instead of Mondays; we assume that is one reason, there may have been others, he didn’t 

really say according to Alaa. The board wishes to thank him for his many years of service, 

including many photographs taken for Rank and File.              
 

Second Order of Business: 
Armen Ambartsoumian brought us up to date with his proposals for the Southern 

California Open this year. He could not attend the whole meeting so we allowed him to 

speak to us right away. He has found a corporate sponsor (a Glendale Tech company) who 

will help fund a $50,000 prize fund, up from the usual $20,000. It will be held over Labor 

Day weekend (August 29 – September 1) in Glendale. The Mayor of Glendale promised to 

help support the event and so Glendale will be included in the official name of the event. 

The rounds will be likely be Friday at 6 PM, Saturday at 10 AM and 4 PM, Sunday at 10 

and 4, Monday at 10 AM and then a $2,000 blitz tournament at 4 PM after the main event 

is over. He is hoping this schedule will lead to more room nights booked, which is needed 

to lower the cost of the ballroom rental. The venue will be the Glendale Embassy Suites 

and room nights will be $209 for double occupancy and $199 for single.       

 

The time control will probably be Game in 100 minutes with a 30 second increment per 

move. The sections would be Open, U2300, U2100, U1900, U1700, U1300 and possibly 

an U1100 or U1000. There will also probably be restrictions on playing up - an extra $100 



fee if they are going up more than one section above their current rating. Chuck has done 

this at the DKO and other events and it has worked well. Players do not like to play 

someone much lower rated than they are, so these low rated players must pay for playing 

“up” and this helps contribute to the prize fund. There is also going to be a Senior Citizens 

prize and maybe a few other additional extra prizes that this extra fee could subsidize. 

Armen will try to iron all these things out over the next few weeks after consulting with 

Chuck Ensey, the former organizer of this event, and others with knowledge about running 

big events like this. Chuck has organized this event for many years now, but just retired 

from his stockbroker job in the financial industry and wants to lower his chess work load 

as he plans to travel more frequently now.                             

 

Agenda & Minutes: 
The online meeting was called to order at 7 PM by President Moussa. The agenda for 
this meeting was approved 9-0 and then the minutes from the last meeting were 
also approved 9-0.   
 

Financial Report: 
Balances - B of A checking: $100.00, Chase checking: $16,146.93 and a PayPal balance 
of $1,973.86 for a total of $18,220.79. The money collected for the Dreaming King 
Open on 1/18/25 has been paid out to Chuck so PayPal balances are back to their 
more normal amounts.  Notable transactions this month were more membership 
dues sent in from the Dreaming King Open. There is been some difficulty in closing 
the B of A account. Motion by Frank seconded by Chuck: Randy Hough will close the 
B of A account that has a $100 balance. Vote: Aye, unanimous; nay, zero. Motion 
approved.    
  

Membership Report:     
Randall Hough reported on the membership: 246 Regular, 397 Juniors, 18 Life and 5 
Complementary memberships for a total of 666, up from 571 last month. Chuck 
reported that all the players in the DKO paid their dues if owed thanks in large part 
to a “punch list” that Chris regularly updated. Chuck also emailed players as soon as 
they joined the event to remind them to pay SCCF dues if they weren’t current. Randy 
Hough also helped a lot keeping the addresses and emails up to date. New 
Membership rates are now in effect: $20 for Juniors (under 18) and $25 for adults. 
Chuck will try to come up with a proposal for a 2- year and/or a 3- year membership 
at the next board meeting       
 

Rank and File: 
The new issue should have a first draft available for editing on Feb 19th.  We are 
aiming for an end of February issue date. We have been very pleased with the quality 
of the work done by the fabulous Angela Liu. The printing and mailing done by 
Staples has also gone well. This magazine is our main way of connecting with our 
members, so it is very important to have a paper issue rather than just an ephemeral 



digital one in the opinion of Chuck Ensey who has offered to help fund it if ever 
needed.              

Up Coming Tournaments: 
The SCCF SoCal Inter Club Championship (2/16/2025) 
It looks like 10 teams will play this invitational event, some club have both an “A” 
team and a “B” team, with 4 to 5 players on each team (the 5th player is an alternate). 
Teams are: San Diego A & B, San Gabriel Valley A & B, North County A & B, ICEA 
Chess, La Palma and Tustin Brewing Co. Club. There will be 4 rounds of G/45, d5 
starting at 10 AM. The SCCF is paying for a lunch of pizzas after round 2. It is being 
held at the San Diego Chess Club with Jim Harrell directing with help from Chuck 
Ensey and Irina Nizmutdinova.         
 
The Super States (3/29 – 3/30) 
The players will each receive a name badge to play. The school grade of each player 
will need to be noted, not necessarily on the badge but for the records. Dewain 
Barber made comments about how important this event is and then more of the 
details were discussed at length.       
 
The Memorial Day Classic (5/24 – 5/26) will be held at the Airtel hotel in Van 
Nuys. The flyer should be out soon, according to Randy Hough.      
 
The State Championship Invitational Event (mid - June 2025?, not set yet) 
This will probably be held in Temecula as it was last year probably with 8 players 
and 7 rounds. Various ways of choosing the 7 players were discussed for this year 
and future years. It is usually the winners of several big events like the DKO, SCO, etc, 
plus maybe the Super States winner and then the highest rated players in the state. 
Fund raising is needed once again but we are optimistic all these details can be 
worked out.     
 

Roundtable and other items: 
 It should be noted that the Western Class Championships will be on 3/7 -3/9. There 
is a $5 discount for SCCF members but we don’t seem to have a good way to find out 
if this discount is being abused or not. This needs to be looked into and I think Chris 
Roberts, Chuck Ensey and Randy Hough might be able to help here. Bill Goichberg of 
Continental Chess has moved the Pacific Coast Open to August 8 -10, normally it has 
been in late July. Chuck was planning on having the San Diego Open on that weekend, 
so now that event will have to be moved to mid-October. Details will be worked out 
by the next meeting.    
   

Next Meeting: 
The next meeting was set for March 4th at 7 PM and the current meeting was 
adjourned. Thanks to all for attending.  
 
 


