
Southern California Chess Federation 
Minutes from online meeting on 12/14/25 at 7 PM 

 
In Attendance: 
President: Ala’a Addin Moussa Vice President: John Wright 
Membership Secretary: Chris Roberts 
Secretary: Chuck Ensey Other Board Members: Julian Colville, 
Dedian Guo, Jim Harrell, Randall Hough and Angela Liu.      
Not in attendance at this meeting: Melik Khachiyan, Frank Lee and Jim Mennella.  
Also joining this meeting: Dewain Barber and Brenda Nardi    
 
Agenda Approved: 
The online Zoom meeting was called to order at 7 PM by President Moussa. A motion 
to approve the agenda for this meeting was made by Ala’a and it was seconded by Jim 
Harrell. All those present voted in favor, there were no nays, so 9-0.          
 
Minutes Approved: 
Minutes from the last meeting were also reviewed and a motion to approve by Ala’a 
was seconded by Randall Hough and it passed 9-0.     
 
Financial Report: 
President Moussa briefly reviewed the Financial Report Treasurer Lee routed by email 
before the meeting. 
Balances – Chase. Chase checking: $3,292.59, Chase Savings: $12,104.64, Pay Pal: 
$16,387.03 for a total balance of $31,780.26. This is basically unchanged from last 
month’s balance, minus $100 for the 2 monthly stipends and more Pay Pal money due 
to entries for the Dreaming King Open.          
 
Membership Report:     
Chris Roberts reported on the current membership status: we are at 485 Juniors, 296 
Regulars, 23 Life and 3 Complementary memberships for a total of 807, down 3 from 
last meeting. He also noted that 30 juniors have turned 18-years-old and will need to 
be coded as Regular in the future and that 4 Regular members are actually juniors and 
that will be corrected too.           
   
Hall of Fame: 
The inductees will be announced at The Dreaming King Open, as we did last year. 
Ala’a will order the plaques.        
 



Tax Status: 
John Wright has submitted the forms required to be approved for 501c3 on 
12/05/2025. Now we are just waiting for IRS approval which could take 6 months or 
more; it is not certain how long it will be. An EZ income tax form for the State will be 
submitted once the Federal income tax form is done.      
 
Rank and File: Angela stepped out of the meeting so no report here, but the 
magazine is expected to come out in January and submissions should be in before the 
end of the year.   
					 
Upcoming Tournaments: 
2026 High School Team Championship (1/11/26) at the San Diego Chess Club  
 
The Dreaming King Open (1/17/26 – 1/19/26) is at the Sonesta LAX hotel, the same 
site as last year. $20,000 in guaranteed prizes, online entry at scchess.com is up and 
running.  
 
The Inter-Club State Championship (2/22/26) this event in San Diego is hoping to 
improve on the success we had last year. A new wrinkle is there will be two sections, 
each club can have an Open Section and an U1800 section. One player in the U1800 
section will be allowed to be over 1800, but not higher than 1999.   
  
The Scholastic State Championships (Super States) (3/21 – 3/22) at the Marriott 
LAX hotel. Dedian Guo gave an update and all seems to be going well.  
 
Senior State Championship (4/18 - 4/19) at the San Diego Chess Club. Planned as 4 
rounds of G/90 +30 increment. Chuck proposes to have a $50 entry fee and a 
projected prize fund of $5,000. 
 
Memorial Day Classic (5/30 – 6/01) – no site has been determined yet.  
 
State Invitational Championship (TBD 2026) – President Moussa conducted a 
roundtable where he asked Board members whether they support holding a 2026 
Invitational, and if so, the preferred format. Then President Moussa called for a vote. 
 

President Moussa moved and Jim Harrell seconded the following MOTION: 
“SCCF will hold a state championship Invitational event in 2026”. No 
decision on 8-players vs. a 10-player norm event. No decision on whether the 
Invitational would be held alongside the 2026 MDC. Votes:  
Ayes: Ala’a Moussa, Chris Roberts, Chuck Ensey, Jim Harrell, Dedian Guo, 
Frank by prior email, Julian Colville, Randy Hough 

https://www.scchess.com/tournaments_n_results/dko/2026/2026_dko_home.php


Nays: John Wright 
Absent: Angela Liu, Melik Khachiyan, Jim Mennella  
Motion adopted on a vote of 8-1 

 
The details will be worked out later, but the board members present were evenly split 
on whether to hold an 8-player event (Ensey, Harrell, Hough, Chris) rather than a 10-
player norm event (Moussa, Colville, Guo, Lee by email). Chris stated that $6,218 in 
pledges were in-hand; however, a $1,018 pledge had a clock on it and required a 
decision at this meeting. A donation drive will have a big impact on the final decision.        
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting was set for January 25th at 7 PM and the current meeting was 
adjourned just before 9 PM. Thanks to all for attending.  


